Xn the course of my professional attendance upon cases of midwifery in the country, I have often had much occasion to regret the great loss of time a practitioner experiences in protracted labours, and much reason to wish that some safe and effectual means could be devised to accelerate the progress of uterine action. From the observations Dr Renton published in this Journal upon the use of Secale cornutum, I was led to try the effects of that medicine ; and having had many opportunities of putting its efficacy to the test, I beg leave to transmit the result of my experience upon the subject. Encouraged by the result of these cases, I have embraced every opportunity of trying the effects of the Secale cornulum in lingering labours ; and having had extensive and frequent occasion for its employment, the following observations may not be uninteresting to some of the readers of your Journal.
In the first place, the Secale cornulum appears to be a powerful uterine irritant. It has never, in my experience, failed to excite uterine action ; and I have tried it in at least from thirty to forty cases.
If it was necessary, I could add many more to the three already described, to prove its efficacy in that respect. In a case of abortion, a dose of it had the effect of bringing on uterine action, and expelling the secundines three days after the foetus. The medicine was taken when there had been no pain for twelve hours, and was administered for the purpose of stopping the hemorrhagy, which was occasioned by the retention of the placenta. Half an hour after it was taken, it excited the uterus, and in the course of two hours emptied its contents.
In the second place, though it seems to be a universal uterine irritant, its utility in accelerating labour is not so generally to be depended upon. On the contrary, it wearies out and fatigues the patient, unless it be administered under particular circumstances, from an ignorance of which its application will be found injurous. So 
